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Sixth Grade, Session 11

Bystanding

Group 1

A friend comes up to you and some other people and whispers information about someone else.

Ideas for the group to consider:

 • Is this situation bystanding? Why or why not?

 • Why does this person want me to know the information?

 • Does it matter if the person my friend is talking about is a friend, someone I don’t know well, or someone 
I don’t like?

 • Does it matter if the person being talked about is in front of us, down the hall, or goes to a different school?

 • What is something a bystander can do to recognize the target’s dignity?

Group 2

You tell a good friend a secret about yourself, your friend tells other people, and people are now talking about 
the secret.

Ideas for the group to consider:

 • Do you tell your friend you know they violated your trust?

 • How do you tell your friend how you feel?

 • How will you handle your feelings that people know your secret?

 • If you are in a group of people and someone makes fun of you about your secret, do you think there would 
be bystanders in the group? How do you think they would respond? What would you want them to do?

Group 3

You hear from a friend that another student is being bullied. You know this person, but you aren’t really close 
friends.

Ideas for the group to consider:

 • Are you a bystander because you now have heard this information?

 • What do you think is the best thing for you to do with this information? Explain your answer.

 • When do you think you should tell an adult about this information?

 • How and when would you talk to an adult?

 • Who is a good example at school of who the adults should be? Explain why you chose that person.


