Eighth Grade, Session 22
Giving and Getting Consent
Scenario
The Sleepover
Ashley really likes Connor, and she’s been flirting with him at school and online. One of Connor’s friends tells
Ashley that a girl at another school really likes him too. Ashley is really nervous about this other girl taking
Connor away from her. So on a Friday night when she gets back from practice, she’s in her room Snapchatting
with Connor and she decides to take a selfie in her bra and send it to him. Ashley doesn’t know that Connor has
two friends sleeping over at his house that night, and that when he receives the picture, he shows it to them.
Because one of their other best friends couldn’t make it to the sleepover, they forward the picture to him too.
• Does Ashley have a right to send pictures of herself like that to Connor without asking his permission
first?

• Does Connor have an obligation to protect her privacy so other people don’t see the photo?

• Let’s say Ashley is really upset because she wanted only Connor to see the picture. If you were Ashley’s
friend and people were posting or saying mean things about her, what do you think would be the best
way you could support her?

• Which action takes away the person’s dignity: Ashley taking and sending the picture, or Connor when he
showed and shared Ashley’s picture? If you think they equally take away people’s dignity, why?
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Scenario
Empty House
Lisa and Mark really like each other. Lisa’s parents don’t get home from work until 6:30 p.m., and one afternoon
Lisa asks Mark to come over to her house so they can be alone together. Mark and Lisa have kissed before, but
he is nervous about doing more. He doesn’t want Lisa to think he doesn’t like her, but he isn’t ready to do more
and is nervous that if they go over to her house, he won’t know how to tell her how he feels or what he wants.
• If Mark is doing things with Lisa that he doesn’t feel comfortable doing, what would stop Mark from
clearly giving or not giving his consent to what they are doing?

• If Lisa is doing things with Mark that she doesn’t feel comfortable doing, what would stop Lisa from giving or not giving her consent?

• How do you express consent (or not) with people you like?
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